
 
 

 

Two trees have been planted by the pond in Drumalis in loving memory of the 
foundress of the Sisters of the Cross and Passion Elizabeth Prout, whose  
200th birthday is celebrated on this day.  International celebrations had been 
planned for this event, in Sutton, Lancashire, her burial site, and in Drumalis, 
where the Sisters were to have been gathered in Chapter and celebration.    
 

Only the two resident Sisters: Srs Anna and Margaret Rose were there to plant 
the trees, with the help of the staff, as the Centre remains closed until the 
Spring time. 

 
 

The trees are Salix Kilmarnock best known as weeping willows, and they were 
specially chosen for this strange time in our world.  The prayer offered as they 
were planted was to call to mind our weeping planet, our weeping human 
community, ravaged globally by Covid 19 and our own community of Sisters in 
scattered parts of the world.  We prayed that Mother Mary Joseph would  
protect her small Congregation of CP Sisters and help them to negotiate these 
troubled times, never losing sight of her vision to keep alive the memory of 
the Passion and to care for the poor and the needy. 
 



 
 
Planting trees is an act of faith in the future.  As we leave these two young 
trees into the care of the natural world, we can’t help thinking of the children 
of the future who will be most affected by the crises in our world today.  They 
are the ones from whom we are stealing the natural resources necessary for 
life and happiness in the future.  They are the ones whom Mother Mary 
Joseph would have been looking out for.   
 
It reminds us of that beautiful, 
evocative, and mysterious poem of 
WB Yeats – “The Stolen Child”, which 
is as true for today as it was for his 
time, and for the world of M Mary 
Joseph too.  With her help, may we 
continue to respond to the needs of 
our times because as ever:  

“The world’s more full of weeping 
than you can understand.” 

 

 
Mother Mary Joseph in “Boundaries” artwork  

at Drumalis created by Helen Sanlon 

 


